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1. INTRODUCTION

Legal education in Indonesia has undergone significant development since the country's
independence, but still faces major challenges in realizing a just and prosperous rule of law.
Indonesia as a state of law, based on Article 1 Paragraph 3 of the 1945 Co nstitution, recognizes the
importance of the principles of justice and legal certainty. Therefore, the role of legal education
becomes very important to produce a generation that understands and is able to enforce the law
fairly. However, although legal education in Indonesia has a strong foundation, there are inequalities
in the quality of education in various regions, unequal access to legal education, and there are still
many challenges related to the curriculum that is less relevant to the needs of society and the world
of practice.

One of the main challenges faced by legal education is the lack of connection between the
theory taught in college and the actual practice of law. Many law students find it difficult to enter the
professional world, as they are not equipped with sufficient practical skills. In addition, despite efforts
to improve the quality of legal education, such as accreditation of law faculties and curriculum
upgrades, major challenges remain in implementing legal education that is oriented towards the
values of justice and human rights. In addition, it cannot be denied that the legal education system
in Indonesia tends to be centered on theory and provides less space for the development of practical
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competencies that are relevant to legal challenges in the field. Graduates of law faculties in Indonesia
are often faced with difficulties in understanding the contextualization of applicable laws in society,
especially in dealing with cases involving human rights, social justice, and equal access to law for all
levels of society. Therefore, legal education that is more inclusive and adaptive to the times is
urgently needed.

Another challenge is the disparity between the quality of legal education in public and private
universities, as well as between law faculties in big cities and in remote areas. These factors
contribute to the uneven quality of legal education received by prospective legal practitioners in
Indonesia. Under these conditions, legal education should act as a tool to create high legal
awareness and encourage peopleto have a fair understanding of the law, as well as being able to
apply it properly. Furthermore, the lack of legal understanding among the general public is an
additional challenge in realizing a just rule of law. The many violations of the law that occur in
everyday life are often caused by people's ignorance of their rights and obligations within the
framework of the applicable law. Therefore, legal education should not only be limited to law students
or practitioners, but should also include the general public in order to create a broader legal
awareness.

Based onthe background that has been described, the problem formulation in this scientific
work can be formulated as follows: What is the role of legal education in Indonesia in supporting the
establishment of a just and prosperous legal state? What are the main challenges faced by legal
education in Indonesia in realizing the goals of a just and prosperous rule of law? How can legal
education contribute to improving people's legal understanding to encourage the creation of social
justice? What are the solutions and recommendations that can be implemented to optimize the role
of legal education in achieving the goal of a just and prosperous legal state in Indonesia? The
purpose of this paper is to identify and analyze the role of legal education in realizing a just and
prosperous rule of law in Indonesia. Specifically, the purpose of this research is to explore the extent
to which legal education can contribute to increasing legal awareness in society, as well as
developing relevant legal competencies for legal practitioners so that they can be more effective in
upholding justice. This paper also aims to provide a deeper understanding of the challenges faced
by legal education in Indonesia, as well as provide solutions that can be applied to overcome these
problems.

The importance of this research is to provide clearer insights into the relationship between
legal education and the achievement of the goals of a just and prosperous rule of law. Thus, it is
hoped that legal education in Indonesia can be more adaptive and relevant to the needs of society
and the development of the international legal world. This paper also aims to provide practical
recommendations for policy makers, academics, and educational institutions in order to improve the
quality of legal education in Indonesia. The writing of this scientific work is expected to provide
benefits for various parties. For the community, the results of this research can increase their
awareness of the importance of legal education as a means to understand their rights and obligations
as citizens. A good understanding of the law can prevent law violations and reduce injustice in
society. For academics, this research can be a reference for further development in the field of legal
education, as well as provide a strong theoretical basis related to the contribution of legal education
to the achievement of a just legal state.

For the government, the results of this study can be taken into consideration in formulating
better policies inlegal education, bothin terms of curriculum updates, improving educational facilities,
and training forteachers. In addition, this research can also provide an overview of the need forlegal
education reform to improve the accessibility and quality of education throughout Indonesia, both in
big cities and remote areas. Thus, it is hoped that policies taken can encourage the achievement of
social justice through more effective legal education. For legal practitioners, the results of this study
can provide new insights into how legal education can affect their practice in the field. It is hoped that
good legal education can produce graduates who are better prepared to face the challenges of the
professional world, as well as better understand the values of justice and human rights in daily legal
practice. Therefore, this research will also benefit the development of the legal profession in
Indonesia.

This research has several problem limitations to maintain focus and depth of analysis. First,
this research will only discuss the role of legal education in Indonesia, focusing on how legal
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education can support the achievement of a just and prosperous rule of law. This research will
emphasize more onthe legal education aspect in higher education, but will not discuss in depth the
primary and secondary education systems that also contribute to public legal awareness. Secondly,
this research will limit the discussion to the challenges faced by the legal education system in
Indonesia, as well as the solutions that can be implemented to overcome these challenges. Broader
political, economic and social aspects, although relevant, will not be discussed in detail in this
research, unless they are directly related to the legal education context. Third, the scope of this
research is limited to analyzing the quality of legal education in Indonesia, which includes evaluating
the curriculum, teaching methods, and the involvement of legal practitioners in education. This
research will not discuss in detail the overall education policy, which is the responsibility of the
government and other educational institutions. With these limitations, it is hoped that this research
can produce more focused and in-depth findings on the role of legal education in building a just and
prosperous rule of law in Indonesia.

2. RESEARCH METHOD

This research is qualitative in nature, as it aims to explore and deeply understand the role of legal
education in realizing a just and prosperous rule of law in Indonesia. This qualitative research will
focus on understanding the phenomena that occur in the context of legal education and how it
contributes to the strengthening of the country's legal system. The main objective of this qualitative
approach is to gainricher and deeper insights into the factors affecting the quality of legal education,
as well as the challenges and solutions faced in achieving a just rule of law. This research will not
rely on numerical measurements, but rather on descriptive and interpretative analysis of the data
collected. The approaches used in this research are literature study and field research. The literature
study is conducted by analyzing various written sources, including books, journal articles, research
reports, and relevant legal documents, to obtain a theoretical basis and understand the context of
legal education in Indonesia. These sources will be used to explore legal theories, the concept of a
just legal state, and the practice of legal education in various universities in Indonesia. Meanwhile,
field research will be conducted to obtain more concrete data from direct observation and interviews
with legal practitioners, law lecturers, law students, and other relevant parties. This aims to obtain
information on the real challenges faced in legal education and its role in realizing a just legal state.

The data collection method in this study uses interviews and document analysis. Interviews
will be conducted with various competent resource persons, including law lecturers, law practitioners,
law students and education officials, in order to obtain diverse perspectives on the role of legal
education in Indonesia. The interviews will be semi-structured, allowing for flexibility in exploring
further information on the topics discussed. In addition to interviews, document analysis was also
used to examine the legal education curriculum in Indonesia, government policies related to legal
education, and regulations relevant to the legal education system in Indonesia. The data obtained
from these two methods will provide a more comprehensive picture of the current state of legal
education. Data collected through interviews and document analysis will be analyzed using thematic
analysis and normative legal analysis. In the thematic analysis, interview data will be grouped based
on the main themes that emerge, such as challenges in legal education, the need for curriculum
improvement, or the influence of legal education on people's legal awareness. Each theme will be
analyzed in depth to identify patterns that show the relationship between legal education and the
achievement of ajust and prosperous rule of law. Meanwhile, normative legal analysis will be used
to assess the extent to which legal education in Indonesia conforms to the principles of ajust rule of
law, based on the prevailing laws and regulations and generally accepted legal concepts. As such,
this analysis will help illustrate how the current legal education system contributes to the goal of a
just rule of law.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Legal education plays a vital role in the development of a just and prosperous rule of law. As the
basis for the establishment of asolid legal system, legal education provides a strong foundation for
the community and law enforcement officials in understanding and applying fair legal principles. One
of the main contributions of legal education is to produce a generation that not only masters legal
theory, but also has a deep understanding of the values of justice, human rights, and equitable
application of law for all levels of society. Good legal education not only teaches legal rules and
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norms, but also develops critical attitudes and ethics of the legal profession, which are essential to
maintain integrity and fairness in legal practice.

In addition, legal education also plays a role in introducing the concept of a just legal state
to prospective legal practitioners, such as judges, prosecutors, lawyers and notaries. Through a
curriculum based on the values of justice, transparency and accountability, legal education can
encourage graduates to play an active role in upholding a just and prosperous law in Indonesia.
Graduates who are educated with a correct understanding of the law are expected to be able to
handle complex legal issues wisely and responsibly. Legal educationthat is not only oriented towards
solving cases technically, but also towards solving problems that involve moral and social aspects,
can help create a legal system that is more humane and oriented towards the welfare of the
people.The role of legal education also extends to the general public. One of the keys to the success
of a just rule of law is public legal awareness. Legal education, both formal and non-formal, can
improve people's understanding of their rights and obligations within the applicable legal framework.
Through effective legal education and socialization programs, the public can be given a better
understanding of the importance of law as a tool to create social justice and shared prosperity. A
society that has a good understanding of the law will respect the law more and actively participate in
maintaining the sustainability of a just rule of law.

In addition, legal education can support community empowerment, particularly in terms of
access to justice. By increasing legal knowledge among communities, legal education helps create
awareness about their rights, including the right to fair and equal legal services. This is important in
the Indonesian context, where many citizens, especially those in remote areas, still lack
understanding of their legal rights. Therefore, legal education that is equitable and accessible to all
levels of society is necessary to realize a just and prosperous rule of law. Overall, legal education
plays a strategic role in creating a just and prosperous rule of law by producing a competent
generation in the field of law, increasing public legal awareness, and ensuring equal access to justice.
Therefore, legal education must continue to be developed and adapted to the challenges of the times
in order to meet people's expectations for the creation of real justice and equitable welfare for all
Indonesians.

Increased public understanding of the law.

Improving people's legal understanding is one of the crucial steps in realizing a just and prosperous
rule of law. People who understand their rights and obligations in the context of the law will be better
able to respect and comply with applicable regulations, as well as be more aware of the efforts they
can make to fight for justice. This understanding of the law is not only limited to certain groups, such
as legal practitioners or academics, but must extend to all levels of society, including those in remote
areas or those with less access to legal education. People who have a good understanding of the
law will find it easier to identify violations of the law, seek appropriate legal assistance, and resolve
problems peacefully.

Legal education that targets the wider community, whether through socialization programs,
seminars, workshops, or mass media, is one effective way to increase legal awareness. These
programs provide easy-to-understand information on the basic rights of the community, such as the
right to legal protection, the right to access justice, and the right to be treated fairly before the law.
Thus, the community is not only a subject of law, but also a more aware and responsible actor in
creating a just legal order. One important form of legal understanding is counseling on proper legal
procedures, which can help people to resolve their legal problems without being trapped in harmful
practices. In addition, improved legal understanding also encourages active participation in the legal
system, such as reporting violations of the law or engaging in oversight of law-related policies. With
a better understanding of their rights, people will also be more critical of public policies and can
provide constructive input in the legislative or legal policy-making process. This in turn will create
laws that are more responsive to the needs of society and more inclusive in ensuring justice for all.
Therefore, improving people's legal understanding is not only the responsibility of educational
institutions and the government, but also all elements of society who want to create a more just and
prosperous rule of law.
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Legal character building in the younger generation

Legal character building in the younger generation is a very important aspect in building a just and
prosperous rule of law. The young generation is an agent of change that has great potential to create
positive changes in society, including in terms of law awareness and enforcement. Therefore, legal
education starting from a young age is very important to form a strong and responsible legal
character. By equipping the younger generation with an understanding of the principles of law, the
values of justice, and human rights, they are expected to becomeindividuals who not only understand

the law theoretically, but are also able to apply it in their daily lives.

The formation of legal character in the younger generation depends not only on formal
education at school orcollege, butalso ontheir surrounding environment, such as family, community,
and mass media. Through a holistic approach that integrates legal values in various aspects of life,
the younger generation will be better prepared to face the legal challenges that exist in society. Legal
education that includes ethics, integrity and compliance with the law will help them to develop an
attitude that values justice and respects the rights of others. Young people with good legal character
will also be better able to prevent lawlessness, and play an active role in creating a just and
prosperous environment.

In addition, the formation of legal character in the younger generation will also contribute to the
strengthening of the legal system in the future. Graduates who have good legal character will be
better prepared to enter the professionalworld, bothas legal practitioners, law enforcers, and as part
of a society that is aware of their rights and obligations. Therefore, education that prioritizes legal
character in the younger generation should be a priority in the education system in Indonesia. Thus,
the formation of legal character in the younger generation will not only support the development of a
just rule of law, but also create a more civilized, responsible and caring society for social justice.

The role of legal education institutions in educating prospective legal practitioners with
integrity.

The role of legal education institutions in educating prospective legal practitioners with integrity is
crucial in creating a just and prosperous legal system. Legal education institutions, both universities
and professional training institutions, have a great responsibility to shape the character and moral
competence of prospective legal practitioners, such as judges, prosecutors, lawyers, and notaries.
In addition to teaching legal theory and technical skills, legal education institutions must instill hig h
ethical values and integrity, which form the basis of legal practice. A legal practitioner with integrity
will not only focus on solving cases efficiently, but will also uphold justice, honesty and transparency
in every action.

Legal education with integrity includes teaching about the legal profession's code of ethics,
the importance of honesty in presenting facts, and the moral responsibility of alegal practitioner to
society. In addition, educational institutions must also teach prospective legal practitioners to always
consider the moral aspects of decision-making, and not just get caught up in the technical
understanding of the law. Thus, legal education must emphasize that success in the legal profession
is not only measured by technical skills, but also by how much a legal practitioner contributes to
upholding justice that is oriented towards the welfare of society.

Educational institutions must also provide spaceforlaw students to develop a critical attitude
towards various legal issues that exist in society, including issues of injustice and human rights
violations. In this way, prospective legal practitioners will grow into individuals who are not only
capable of carrying out their profession, but also have a social responsibility to ensure that the law
truly functions forjustice and the welfare of society. Therefore, legal education institutions play an
important role in shaping future legal practitioners who are not only proficient in law, but also have
high integrity, and are able to promote a fair and transparent legal system in Indonesia.

Challenges and Obstacles in Legal Education in Indonesia

The legal education system in Indonesia faces various challenges and obstacles that need to be
addressed immediately to improve the quality and relevance of legal education. One of the main
problems is the lack of qualified human resources in the field of legal education. Although there are
many law lecturers and teachers, many of them lack direct practical experience in the legal world, so
teaching focuses more on theory than practical application. This results in students not being fully
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prepared to face the challenges of the real legal world after graduation. In addition, limited
educational resources, such as facilities, technology, and up-to-date teaching materials, are also an
obstacle in providing quality legal education.

In addition to human resources issues, the legal education curriculum applied in most
universities in Indonesia is still considered less relevant to the changing legal world. The existing
curriculum tends to be more oriented towards theory and existing reg ulations, without providing
enough space for an understanding of contemporary legal issues such as human rights, legal
technology, and international law. This results in legal education graduates often lacking the skills to
handle complex and dynamic legal cases in society. The gap between the curriculum taught and the
practical needs in the field is also a major obstacle in producing ready-made legal practitioners.

Another challenge is the uneven quality of teaching among universities in Indonesia. Some
universities may have competent lecturers and adequate facilities, while others still lack both. This
difference in the quality of education creates an imbalance in the provision of students' legal skKills,
which has an impact on the quality of legal practitioners produced. In addition, there are still many
academic practices that do not support the critical development and integrity of students, such as
plagiarism or low focus on professional ethics, which are major problems that need to be addressed
immediately. Therefore, the challenges inlegal education in Indonesia are very complex and require
improvement in various aspects in order to produce a generation of legal practitioners who are
competent, have integrity, and are ready to face increasingly complex global legal challenges.

Solutions and Recommendations

To improve the role of legal education in creating a just and prosperous rule of law, several solutions
and recommendations need to be carefully considered. One of the main solutions is to improve the
quality of teaching in legal education institutions. This can be done by involving experienced legal
practitioners as lecturers or resource persons, so that students notonly gain theory, but also practical
experience relevant to the legal world. In addition, training and development programs for lecturers
are also important to ensure that the teaching provided is always up-to-date and in accordance with
existing legal developments, both at the national and international levels. Thus, the quality of
teaching can be better guaranteed and in accordance with the needs of the job market in the legal
field.

In addition, adjustments to the legal education curriculum are also very important to improve
the relevance and quality of legal education in Indonesia. The curriculum should be more flexibleand
responsive to the development of global legal dynamics, such as technology issues, human rights,
environmental law, and digitaleconomy law. Universities should be able to integrate these topics into
compulsory and elective courses, and ensure that students gain a deep understanding of the
application of law in a broader context. Improving the quality of the curriculum also involves
implementing more interactive learning methods based on real case studies, which can encourage
students to think critically and creatively in solving legal problems.

Collaboration between the government and legal education institutions is also needed to
create a more efficient and competitive legal education system. The government needs to provide
support interms of regulations and policies that can strengthen the synergy between education and
legal practice. For example, by increasing scholarships for outstanding students in the field of law or
providing research funds for more innovative curriculum development. In addition, the government
can encourage universities to build partnerships with legal institutions at home and abroad, to enrich
students' insights and experiences. These collaborations can also include internships, research
cooperation, and student or faculty exchange programs that will expand the knowledge and skills of
young legal practitioners.

In addition, giving special attention to character building and legal ethics in legal education
needs to be a major focus. Programs that emphasize the development of students' character and
integrity, such as legal professional ethics training and seminars on legal morality, can strengthen
students' understanding of their social responsibilities as legal practitioners. Legal education based
onthese ethical values will produce graduates who are not only technically competent, but also have
a strong commitment to justice, transparency and the welfare of society. With these solutions, legal
education in Indonesia is expected to produce a generation of legal practitioners who are competent,
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have integrity, and are ready to face complex legal challenges, and play an active role in realizing a
just and prosperous rule of law.

4. CONCLUSION

Based on the discussion that has been done, it can be concluded that legal education plays a very
important role in shaping a just and prosperous legal state in Indonesia. Quality legal education aims
not only to produce technically proficient legal practitioners, but also to instill the values of justice,
ethics and integrity in the younger generation. Despite various efforts to improve the legal education
system, there are still major challenges to be faced, such as the lack of quality teaching, a curriculum
that is not fully relevant to the latest legal developments, and resource imbalances among
universities. Therefore, improvements in various aspects of legal education are needed so that the
legal system in Indonesia can run more effectively and achieve the goal of social justice. To improve
the quality of legal education in Indonesia and support the achievement of a just and prosperous rule
of law, several important steps need to be taken. First, improvements to the legal education
curriculum must be made by including courses that are relevant to global legal developments and
contemporary issues, such as technology law, human rights, and digital economy law.

The curriculum should also place more emphasis on practical skills and legal character
development, so that graduates not only have theoretical knowledge, but are also ready to face the
challenges of the real legal world. Second, increased training for lecturers is essential, so that
lecturers can continue to develop their teaching skills according to the needs of the times and provide
teaching based on actual legal practices. Competent and experienced lecturers will be a good model
for students to instill integrity values in the legal profession. In addition, providing wider access to
legal education in various regions also needs to be a concern. The government and universities can
work together to provide more inclusive legal education programs, both through scholarship
programs for outstanding students and expanding access to legal education in remote areas.
Collaboration between legal education institutions and legal practice should also be strengthened so
that students can gain practical experience directly related to existing legal challenges. With these
steps, it is hoped that legal education in Indonesia can be better and more relevant, and make a
positive contribution to creating a legal system that is fair, transparent, and oriented towards the
welfare of society.
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